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Part 1
Select a research topic area for Project 1 based on which of the interests of the following area you the most. You will explore the selected topic a little later in this theme. Mark your selection in the right-hand column.
	Topic
	Selection

	Drafting of the U.S. Constitution
	

	Mao Zedong’s Rule Over China
	

	South African Apartheid
	· 

	Choose Your Own Topic (insert pre-approved topic here)
	



	In the space below, replace the bracketed text with a short paragraph about what you already knew prior to this course about the topic you selected, based on your personal history or experiences. This may include assumptions, beliefs, or values related to the topic. Be as detailed as possible.

	The Apartheid was a dogma of legal discrimination that imposed racial segregation on the black majority in South Africa. The period was marked with many unjust acts towards the black people, and different races were forced to separate from one another. The law only favored the whites while ensuring oppression against the blacks. At the time of the Apartheid regime, I had black relatives in South Africa. The period left a mark on my family because of the difficulties they faced at that time. Generally, this rule was unfair and unjust to the black people as it denied them their rights and freedoms that they were legally entitled to.




Part 2
Now that you have identified your topic and described what you already know about the topic, what questions do you still have about the topic? Replace the bracketed text with your answers.
	Question
	Response

	Identify one question about the topic that you are curious about.
	How does living in a divided society with a lot of political unrest affect people, and why is it important to prevent such divisions in society?

	Describe why this question matters to you personally.
	This question matters to me personally because, during this period, I had relatives in South Africa who were caught in the middle of the unrest and suffered a lot, especially as a result of the divisions in society that had come about due to the Apartheid rule.

	Describe why this question matters to society.
	This question matters to society because it gives insight into the importance of having a peaceful society where there are no discriminations, and everyone is treated equally. It shows how having a divided society affects people and the country at large.

	Identify a second question about the topic you are curious about.
	How can Racism affect society, and why should people campaign against it?

	Describe why this question matters to you personally.
	This question matters to me personally since I have seen the difficulties people go through living in a society where they are judged and treated according to their skin color and features and not because of who they are or their qualifications.

	Describe why this question matters to society.
	This question matters to society because it shows the negative effects of having an unjust society where people are oppressed because of their races. It teaches the importance of fostering equality and how failure to do so may negatively impact society.




Part 3
You are now ready to complete the final part of your Topic Exploration Worksheet. You have chosen a topic, posed some research questions, and are ready to start thinking about what kind of sources you will need to investigate your research questions further. Using the library guide in the Shapiro Library provided for your chosen topic, skim through the suggested resources (or find your own) and replace the bracketed text with relevant information about your research questions.
	Question
	Response

	Which secondary sources would be helpful for investigating your first research question?
(Include the title and author of the sources.)
	Some secondary sources that can help give further information about my first question include textbooks and magazine articles. 
An example of a textbook is The Rise and Fall of Apartheid, written by Nancy Clark and William Worger.
An example of a magazine article is: A Look Back at South Africa Under Apartheid, Twenty-Five Years After Its Repeal by Katie Nodjimbadem.


	Which primary sources would be helpful for investigating your first research question?
(Include the title and author of the sources.)
	Examples of primary sources that would be helpful include: autobiographies and diaries.
An example of an autobiography is the: Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela.
An example of a diary is the 1960's Diaries of Nelson Mandela on his trip through Africa written by Nelson Mandela.


	Which secondary sources would be helpful for investigating your second research question?
(Include the title and author of the sources.)
	Some secondary sources that we can use to obtain further information on my second research question are textbooks and commentaries.
An example of a textbook used is the GUIDE TO SOUTH AFRICA RACIAL POLICIES written by Roger Omond.
An example of a commentary is Apartheid in South Africa: Myths and Realities by Vernon A. Domingo.

	Which primary sources would be helpful for investigating your second research question?
(Include the title and author of the sources.)
	Some primary sources that can be used in research include manuscripts and artifacts.
An example of a manuscript is Understanding Apartheid in South Africa through Racial Contract by Mavis Mhlauli, End Salani, and Rosina Mokotedi.
An example of artifacts is the South Africa Poster Collections that many different artists made.


	Now that you have gone through the research, what have you learned about your topic in one to two paragraphs?
	After the research, I have learned that the divisions brought about by the Apartheid rule had a lot of negative impacts on people, especially the black. The oppression, violence, and Racism resulted in psychological disorders among people, especially children, as they had to undergo a lot of trauma growing up in a divided society. The final result of the division is a maladjusted society. Thus, we should highly avoid such divisions in society.
Also, I have learned that Racism is a big enemy to the development of society, and therefore it is vital for people to fight against it.
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